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Queft. 1. Hether a Child be in Duty bound to 
be of the fame Religion with the 
Parent, till he’s by found Argu- 
ments convined of the falfhood of the fame ? 

An(w. A mutable Temper is 1o great a Difgrace to any 
Man, that none ought cto change any Opinion they have 
once embrac’d, without feeing good reafon for’c: And 
if Perfons wou'd argue fairly of another Religion, they 
ought firft co under{tand their own: Now if this holds 
in general, much more we think it does fo, where 
theres the Reverence of a Parent fuperadded tothe obli- 
gations of Re.zjon. 

Queft. 2. Woecher tis lawful to read Romances ? 

An(w. Every one grants that tis lawfulro read Quin- 
tus Curtius, OF Xe n0z bons Life of Cyrus, in both of 
which the Loves as well as Wars of two great Mo- 
narchs are detcrib’d : —— And if fo, we think ’tis 
not eafie to aflign a reafon why the fame Stories mayn’t 
be read, when the Heroes are made greater, and their 
Aétions more compleat and lively than before, as ina 
good Remance they generally are, and particularly in 
the Grand Cyrus, and Caf/indra: Tho’ we think then that 
the Readinz thete Books may be /awfuls and have tome 
Conveni ». as to forming the Minds of Perjons of 
Quality; yet we think “em not at all convenienc tor the 
Vulzar, becaufe they give “em extravagant Idea’s ot 
praitice, and before they have Fudgment to byals their 
Fancies, generally make ’em think themielves tome King 
or Queen, or other: —— one Fool muft be MMazares, 
tother Ar:umen: and fo for the Women, no lefs chan 
Queens or Enapr ils will ferve ’em, the Inconveniences of 
which are atter wards oftentimes fooner oblerv’d than re- 
medy'd. Add to tis, the foftning the Mind byLove,which 
are the greateft Subject of thefe fort of Books, and the 
fooling away fo many hours, and days, and years, which 
might be much better employ’d, and which mutt be re- 
pented or: And apon the whole, we think Young Pee- 
ple wou'd do berter, either not to read em at all, or to 
ufe ‘em more fparingly than they generally do, when 
once they fet about ’em. : 

The four following Queftions we receiv'd from a 
Gentleman at a great diftance trom the Town, who is 
pleas'd to affume the bortrow'd Name of Philalethes. 

Quelt. 3. Where was the Land of Nod? 

Antw. See our tormer Indexes, and you'll find this 
once or twice anfwer'd, 

Queft. 4. Wro there were that helpt Cain to build the City 
Enoch > and whom did he Build it for, {eeing we read of 
no more porfons then inthe World bus Adam and Eve, Cain 
and his Wife, and his Son Enoch, immediately after the 
Birth cf whom the Building of this City is recorded ? 

An{w. This has been alfo largely reply’d to in fome of 
our firft Papers. All we fhall fay co’t at pre- 
fent is, that the whole feeming force of the difgculty 
lie’s here, in what they call a Negative Argument, which 
indeed can conclude nothing: —’Tis ftrange, it may 
be faid, that no more perions were recorded by Name, 
or at Jeaftin grofs, it there were at that time fo many 
in the World asto People Countries, and build Cities. 
But ic eafily appears to one who confults the manner of 
Writing ufed by the Sacred Authors, that this is no- 
thing ftrange at all; for chey only give afummary account 
of things, Afefes efpecially. who in a few Chapters was to 
deliver the Hiftory and Chronology of feveral thoufand 
years — but this he cou’d not have done in that compafs, 
had he inferted che Names of ail Living, nay miuft have 
prefented us with a Afujter-roll inflead ota Hifory, with- 
out which he acconplifhes what he aims at, to give 
us (by the Treori{ts leave ) atrue account of the Genefis 
of the World, and the line of Afan from Adam to Noah, 


and fo down to hjs own Tim: and Hiftory. 


Queft. 5. How thefe following Precepts of Chriftianity are 
reconcileable with right Reajon: viz. Mat.5.44. Love your 
Enemies, do good to them that hate you. Mark 11, 25. For- 
give, ifye have ought againft any. Rom. 12.10. Be kindly 
affectionate one to anothet, ——~ 17. Recompence to no man 
evil fir evil. 19. —Dearly beloved, avenge not your {elves ; 
and fuch like. If thefe, andthe like Scripiures be taken in 
their utmoft extent and Latitude, and as they may be improv'd 
by 4 Logical Head, without any limitation or reftrittion, do 
they not utterly forbid all Refiftande, and Self-defence, all 
going to Law for Defence, and recovery of Right; all Infii- 
ction of punifhment upon Offenders, all going to War upon any 
account whaifoever ; and if (o, what then won'd become of the 
World in a fhort time ? Wou'd not the whole Face of it be foon 
over(pread with Violence, the wicked, ftrong, »apacious and co- 
vetous, invade the better part of Mankind, and deprive ’em of 
ther Riches, Properties and Lives ? 

If you fay the lawofulne(s of Self-defence, of inflifting pu- 
nifbment on Malefactors, of going to Law, and making War 
may be evinc'd from other Scriptures, and from Reafon, pray 
reconcile the Scriptures above quoted, with thofe Scriptures 
and Reafon? 

An{w. For the firft Difficulty, Love your Ene- 
mies ; that its agreeable co right Reafon, appears not 
ony from fome Precepts, even in the Old Law, of 
obliging and afifting our Enemy, and from many more 
in the Prophets, but even from right Reafon, which 
the Heathens themfelves were not ignorant of, as we 
doubt not but the Querift very well knows in the In- 
ftances of Epifetus, Plutarch, Seneca, Maximus, Tyrius, 
and others, as has been abundantly prov’d by the moft 
Learned Grotius on this Subject: Tho’ the fame Rea- 
lor and Scripture too will teil us, we are to make 4 
difference in the degrees of our Love to Friends and Enea 
mies ; the latter of which, thé we arebid, Love, we are 
no where commanded to truft or believe em. For the 
fecond place Forgrve, if you have ought againft any. 
Dr. Hammond thus | pe ey it: “Put all malice from 
. you, and be filled with all Charity, even to your Ene- 

mies. Inthe next, Be kindly affetfioned one to another, 
there’s no difficulty, it coming fhort of forgiving one 
another, For the next, Recompence to no man evil for 
evil, there's more of difficulty in’t: But we'll for once 
chute to explain this by a yet harder Text, that in Mfzt. 
5.39. Refit not Evil; concerning which Dr. Hammond 
has a particular Differtation, p. 53. of his Paraphrafe, 
for after having thus given the meaning on’t in fhort, 
his way is, “That you oppofe not Violence to the 
“injurious Man; but on the contrary, whofoever fhall 
“ufe thee contumelioufly, bear it patiently, as to turn 
“the Cheek fignifies Proverbially, yea thé this were 
“* likely to bring the fame upon thee another time ; in 
“‘ matters of this /7ght Narure, venture that rather, thaa 
“ think of oppofing Violence to it. After this, in his Note 
onthe word aynsivar, here uled, he fays its much of 
the fame Sence withthe phrafe in the Romans, naxoy avrt 
vane aw@oddévres, Repaying evil fo: evil, or avenging 
themfelves. ‘ Weare here, he fays, forbid to ufe Vise 
“‘Jence againft any, by which Precept as fet in oppofiti- 
“onto the Lex Talionis of the Fews, he adds, ‘ewill ap- 
“pear that in Cafes of that Nature,a Light contumely, Sec. 
Not Gnly private Revenge is Interdiéted Chriftianity, but 
alfo exacting legal Revenge before the Magiftrate. Now 
to take thefe, or the like Scriptures without any reftri- 
étion or limitation, is not the part of a Logical, but a 
Sophiftical Head, or at leaft of one that thinks at all Ad- 
ventures. For the reconciling the Scriptures above 
quoted, with Self-defence, lawful War, and other Scrip- 
tures, we think there’s no great difficulty. In moft, if 
not all the Cafes mention’d, a Chriftian is confider’d as 
a private perfon, {uch asall our Saviours Followers were 
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to be, while that of the Father was true of ‘em — Cde- 
bantur non cadebant —- whereas inflicting Punifhment on 
Malefactors, and making lawful War, are Publick Ads, 
andthat Adds of Charity too to the reft of the World. 
For not goingto Law, the difficulty vanifhes if we take 
Dr. Hammond's lence of che words, — “* That in Cafe of 
“ any anconfiderable Injury done us, as taking a Shirt, or 
«trom us by a Suit of Law, ( which 


Violence) we fhould not meditate Re- 


tee calls civil 


- “ yépge, or fly to Fore, tho’ by that Pacific means we 


. ‘ ; 
“Cincur the danger of a greater Lols. 


Quelt. 6. How may te Pradice of the generality, nay, I 
think all Chriftians, be reconciled to thele Precepts ? If wouns- 
ing or killing our Neighbour, or deftroying his Countrey, be 
an Arzument of our loving him? or if they concern only frie 
vate Men and not Societies, are not Societies and Magijtraics 
as much oblig’d by the Laws of Chriftian Religion as any 


other ? : 

Arfw. ’Tis much eafier to recanciie the Difates of the 
Holy Spirit W ith eat  ~«6other, an iw ith rig! C Reaion, 
than the Practices ot thole who are }l'd Chr fHians with 
either — We with we cou’d do it, but mutt deipair 


) - ' Ti ro yee re 1) er 
on’c — The Event fhows that even Almighty 1 0wer! 


and Witdom either will not or Cannot Go tnis, Without 
oa the Nature of Man, and deltroy- 


° “we 


putting a Violence 
ng the moftto make a tew happy ; [ho ae 
think are thele Precepts violated by a neceilary 
ful Wir, not proiccuted to Barbarous Extremities, the 
Magiftrate being intrulted by God with the Lives and 
Eftates of the Subjects, for Prefervation whereot Go- 
vernment was fit Inftituted, nor furely did Chrift come 
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to turn the World upfide down, in that tence in which his 
Apoftles were accus'd for doing it. 

Thus we have endeavour’d to fatisfie che Gent! 
Objections — Scruples we caiye call ‘em, for we doub: not 
but he’s fufficiently clear in chefe Matters tn his own 
mind and better Judgmeat — If he pleaies to Object 
any thing againit our Reply, we'll endeavour to Aniwer 
it. 


; 
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Queft. 7. Was there ever {uch a Min as Mofes? @f there 
wis, which of the Ancient Greeks and Heathens mention 
him ? 

An{w. Numenius Apamenfis a Pythagorian Philotopher, 
Cited by Ariflobulus in «4 Book dedicated to Prclomy: 
Philometer the Philofopher, delivers, chat Fannes and 
Fambres came not tar behind the great Moles in the mat- 
ter of the Plagues- The Arabian Geographer, Geograph, 
Nubien{. p. 4. Climat. 2. p. 5. Climat. 3. mentions thele 
Magi as Contended with Mofes ; and Agatharchides of 
Cnidus, who wrote the Hiftory of Alexander's Succeflors, 
objeéts Prolomy’s inglorious taking Jerujalem upon the 
Sabbath-day, he condemning the Jews for tuffering them- 
felves to be made Vaflals, rather than defend themfelves 
on that day, which was one of Afofes’s Commands in the 
Law. Orpheus, and many more mention him ; but fome 
will Object, there is nothing remaining of che true Or- 
pheus, if he is brought againft their Opinion. Apion 
fayes he was a Heathen Prielt, and Philoin Vite Mf, 
that he was a Law-giver. ’Tis evident as Hiftory can 


make it, that there was facha Manas Cyrus, King of 


Perfia, whole Life Zenophon wrote, Diodorus and the Apo- 
crypha mention ; this Cyrus Publifhe his Decree for the 
Jews to rebuild their Temple to Worfhip at Ferufalem 5 
it followsthen that they had a Semple betore Cyrus's 
time, and a Worthip which was no other chan the Law 
of Mofes their Law-giver. To fuch as Object that this 
only proves that there was one call’d Moles, which was 
fuppos'd to be this Perion; we Antwer, That fince all 
Hiftory that mentions him, grants it, and none denies ir, 
it wou'd be hard for the Objector to affign the time 
when fuch a jignal Deliverance was firft impos’d upon the 
Credulous part of Mankind, for ‘tis this that will Jye at 
their door to prove. That there was fuch a Man, the 
Egyptians, Arabians, Perfians, &c. have recorded, from 
whom the Greeks iad their hints: Was fo well known, 
that Porphyrie and Celjus, the two learnedft and fubtilett 
Adverfaries «var ever Chriftianity had, never made 
themfelves fo ridiculous againft all Hiffory asto deny 
Mofes. We fhali only add one other Morai Argunient, 


to wit, That ifthe whole Hiftory of the Law and ay. 
fes had not been a certain truth, the Fews themfelyes 
wou'd have difown’d it, fince his Precepts and In ce 

étions were {o very fevere, the Laws that he gave ‘em 
punifhing very {mall Crimes with Death, continually 
upbraiding ‘em with their Difobedience, the {canda} md 
Crimes of their Fore-fathers,@7c. which they cou’d tia 
have born and {ubmitted to, were they Men of the {am¢ 
Paflions and Affe€tions as the reft of the World. which 
we need not go far to be perfwaded of. — 
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